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A city boy had never been on a farm before and he asked a farmer: “Mister, why doesn’t this cow have any horns?” The farmer cocked his head for a moment, then began in a patient tone, “Well, cattle can do a powerful lot of damage with their horns. Sometimes we keep ’em trimmed down with a hacksaw. Other times we can fix up the young’uns by puttin’ a couple drops of acid where their horns would grow in. Still, there are other breeds of cattle that never do grow horns. But the reason this cow don’t have no horns, is (pause) ’cause it’s a horse.”

You’d think even a city boy would know the difference between a horse & a cow… but then you’d also think that a Christian would know the difference between true Christianity and what a lot of folks THINK is Christianity.

In passage today, Paul’s telling the Philippian church what Christianity should look like, bit what he’s describing doesn’t come naturally to a lot of people. In fact, there are many, in churches across the land, who still don’t know what TRUE Christianity looks like. They may have great doctrine. They may have a beautiful building. They may have a dynamic preacher. But they couldn’t tell a horse from a cow when it came to Christianity.

So let’s look at this passage again. 
Philippians 2:1-4

2:1 Therefore if there is any encouragement in Christ, if there is any consolation of love, if there is any fellowship of the Spirit, if any affection and compassion, 2 make my joy complete by being of the same mind, maintaining the same love, united in spirit, intent on one purpose. 3 Do nothing from selfishness or empty conceit, but with humility of mind regard one another as more important than yourselves; 4 do not merely look out for your own personal interests, but also for the interests of others. 
Paul writes in vs. 2: “make my joy complete by being of the SAME mind, maintaining the SAME love, UNITED in spirit, intent on ONE purpose.”

Did you catch the emphasis here??? Same mind, same love, intent on one purpose. That’s what Christianity should look like. And when Christians live together like that there is a powerful atmosphere of joy, excitement, and unity.

But too often – Christians DON’T look like that.
I once read of a church that argued over what color of shingles to put on the roof of the church building. Some of them wanted red shingles and others wanted green. And they actually got into quite a heated argument over it. But eventually they compromised. They decided to shingle one half of the roof with red shingles and the other half with green. And from that day on, the half that wanted red shingles sat under the red shingles and those who wanted green sat under the green shingles.

I don’t know if that’s true, but I know this is.  Some years ago, there was a split in a Dallas church and lawsuits were filed to determine who should own the property. The judge referred the case back to their denomination to handle. During the hearing, the CHURCH courts discovered that the conflict had begun years before at a church dinner when a certain elder was served a smaller piece of ham than the child seated next to him.
“Christians” sometimes just don’t behave like Christians.

Now God knew that was going to happen. He knew people would have a hard time living up to that standard. He knew we’d have difficulty being of one mind and one love. And there’s a reason why that’s true:  Romans 3:23 tells us “We’ve all sinned and fall short of the glory of God.” Every Christian in any congregation around the world has come out of a sinful mindset, and there are times they have a hard time leaving that sinful character behind.

That’s why Paul wrote this to the Philippians. If we understand what Paul’s telling us here, if we decide to take the prescription he sets forth in this passage, then we will be of one mind and have one love. And then we will look like Christians.

So, what’s the problem, according to Paul?

Well, Philippians 2:3-4 says,

“3 Do nothing from selfishness or empty conceit, but with humility of mind regard one another as more important than yourselves; 4 do not merely look out for your own personal interests, but also for the interests of others.”

In other words – It’s selfishness. It’s ambition. It’s conceit. It’s looking out for my OWN interests FIRST that leads to problems in the church. That’s how a horse ends up looking like a cow in church.

And what’s the prescription for the problem?  What makes us Christianly?

Humility.  Looking at others as more significant than yourself.  Looking to others interests as well as your own.

I said this before, but it’s worth saying again.  Paul says here that it’s OK to look out for your OWN INTERESTS. I mean – you’ve got to supply for your own family, you’ve got to pay your bills, take care of your home, be healthy.  But what happens too often is that Christians focus only or mostly on themselves, and other Christians come in a distant second, if at all.

We tend to get into a ME win attitude about life rather than a WE win attitude.

And, of course, following the passage I read this morning, we find our theme passage for the mind of Christ series we just completed.  In showing us what Christianity looks like, Paul gives us Jesus as an example, showing how He had a WE first attitude in coming to Earth in dying on the cross, rather than a ME first attitude, which would have left Him in Heaven going, “Nah, I don’t think so.”
And Paul acknowledges that this conflict between ME and WE is a tough one to master.  In Romans 7:14-20, he writes
14 For we know that the Law is spiritual, but I am of flesh, sold into bondage to sin. 15 For what I am doing, I do not understand; for I am not practicing what I would like to do, but I am doing the very thing I hate. 16 But if I do the very thing I do not want to do, I agree with the Law, confessing that the Law is good. 17 So now, no longer am I the one doing it, but sin which dwells in me. 18 For I know that nothing good dwells in me, that is, in my flesh; for the willing is present in me, but the doing of the good is not. 19 For the good that I want, I do not do, but I practice the very evil that I do not want. 20 But if I am doing the very thing I do not want, I am no longer the one doing it, but sin which dwells in me. 

It’s something that we are going to struggle with all the time.  And I know that because it’s something that Jesus struggled with as well.  Not only was He tempted by Satan in the desert just after His baptism, meaning He was offered something that made Him give pause, even at the end of His life, He prayed in the Garden, “Father, if there’s any other way to make this happen, let’s do that.”

But the key is that Jesus, of course, never gave in to the ME pulling on Him.  The WE always won out, and so He finished that prayer with, “Not My will, though, but Yours.”

Must church problems, most problems in the world really, arise because of that old Beatles song “Try to See It My Way.”  Now I’m not going to assault you aurally by trying to sing it, but the lyrics go like this:
Think of what you’re saying.  You can get it wrong and still you think that it’s alright.

Think of what I’m saying.  We can work it out and get it straight or say good night.

We can work it out, we can work it out.

Life is very short, and there's no time for fussing and fighting, my friend.

I have always thought that it's a crime, so I will ask you once again.

Try to see it my way, only time will tell if I am right or I am wrong.

While you see it your way there's a chance that we may fall apart before too long.

We can work it out, we can work it out.”

And that’s the song that encapsulates most of the problems in the world.  That song is basically saying, “We can work it out IF YOU SEE IT MY WAY.  I’m right and you’re wrong.  And if you insist on YOUR way, then we’re going to fall apart before too long.”

It’s a power struggle issue, and we can do it the right way – MY WAY – or we can do it the wrong way – YOUR WAY.

But then this “Jesus thing” gets in the way.  Jesus was God, but He became a servant.  He was superior to all of creation, but He took the form of a bondslave, a nobody with no superiority at all.  Why?  Nothing too major – just salvation for you and me.

And God said, “If I can do it, then you can do it.”  In Romans 6:4-7, Paul writes it like this:

4 Therefore we have been buried with Him through baptism into death, so that as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life. 5 For if we have become united with Him in the likeness of His death, certainly we shall also be in the likeness of His resurrection, 6 knowing this, that our old self was crucified with Him, in order that our body of sin might be done away with, so that we would no longer be slaves to sin; 7 for he who has died is freed from sin. 

God doesn’t want us better.  God wants us deader.  It’s only when the ME in us dies that it can be replaced with the WE.
Now I know today is Father’s Day and this sermon hasn’t really been about Fathers.  And that’s okay, because we’re here to worship God this morning, not applaud fatherhood.  But I’m going to throw us a proverbial bone.  As if fatherhood (parenthood, really) wasn’t hard enough, we have to realize, we have to understand, and really come to grasps with the fact that our children look to us as an example.  And if all they see in our house is ME ME ME, then that’s exactly how they’re going to grow up interacting with the world.

And I say this knowing that most everyone here has already raised their children, and they’re off on their own living their lives.  But I’ll also say that parenthood doesn’t stop the day that child steps out the door to live his or her own life.  You’ll always be his or her daddy.  And it’s never ever too late to show them what a Christian looks like.

