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They tell of a time on the banks of the Mississippi River, where the spring rains had been particularly bad and the river overflowed the banks.  Little towns up and down the river were completely swamped.  In one such town, the water rose as high as the roofs of the houses.  One man climbed onto his roof and sat there watching the water sweep through the area.  Eventually a boat came along and the captain said, “Come on!  We’re rounding up everyone we can find.”  The man on the roof said, “Go save someone else.  The good Lord will see to me.”  The captain said, “Suit yourself” and went on his way.  A few hours later, the water is up over the gutters of the house and the man has to climb up to the very top of his house.  Another boat comes along and the captain of this boat says, “Come on!  We don’t have much time.”  The man says, “The good Lord will save me.  Go help some other people.”  The captain shoves off and leaves the man alone.  A few hours later, the water has just about covered the entire house and the man is perched on his chimney.  A boat comes along and the captain says, “Let’s go.  This is the last boat there will be and we’ve got more people to get to.”  The man says, “Go save them.  The good Lord will save me.”  Eventually, the water climbs up past the chimney and the man drowns.  He gets to heaven and marches right up to God and says, “What happened, God?  Why didn’t you save me?”  God said, “I sent a boat three times.”
“Lord, why didn’t you save me?  Well, I sent the boat three times.”  I think that really sums up the attitude that many of us have about starting the work that God has prepared for us to do.  We’re waiting for that miracle, we’re waiting for that big, flashing, neon sign that says, “Here it is, Josh!  This is what I want you to do!”

What we fail to realize, is that sometimes, probably even oftentimes, God requires a little bit of action on our part before He starts in.  He requires a measure of faith before He throws the miracle in there.  That’s what we see in our passage this morning.  Let’s read it again.

Matthew 14:22-29

22 Immediately He made the disciples get into the boat and go ahead of Him to the other side, while He sent the crowds away. 23 After He had sent the crowds away, He went up on the mountain by Himself to pray; and when it was evening, He was there alone. 24 But the boat was already a long distance from the land, battered by the waves; for the wind was contrary. 25 And in the fourth watch of the night He came to them, walking on the sea. 26 When the disciples saw Him walking on the sea, they were terrified, and said, "It is a ghost!" And they cried out in fear. 27 But immediately Jesus spoke to them, saying, "Take courage, it is I; do not be afraid." 28 Peter said to Him, "Lord, if it is You, command me to come to You on the water." 29 And He said, "Come!" And Peter got out of the boat, and walked on the water and came toward Jesus.

You know, I like reading about Peter in the New Testament, and the reason for that is that I can identify better with Peter than I can with any other person I read about in Scripture.  Sure, he was an apostle who was capable of incredible things:  preaching the first gospel sermon and having literally thousands of people respond; giving a confession of Jesus as the Christ that might as well have come straight from the mouth of God; dropping everything when Jesus said, “Follow Me”, which we learn meant he left behind more than just a fishing business, but also a family.  Some great, inspirational things.  Things I look at and say, “I wish I could do that, too.”

But more than that, Peter was a person I can connect to because he was also an apostle capable of some truly horrific blunders:  boasting that he’d never turn his back on Jesus then denying the Christ 3 times just a few hours later; separating Himself from Gentiles in Antioch to the point even stalwart, long-time Christians like Barnabas also did the same thing, so Paul had to come and sort it out.  Some horrific mistakes.  Things I look at and say, “Been there, done that.”
Well, one of those things we’re often really critical of Peter about we read about in this passage from Matthew 14.  We read it and think that this man was doing something truly incredible – and he was! - but then he lost His faith and Jesus had to save him.  And that’s true, too.  All of that happened.  But we are really doing Peter a disservice because we fail to take into account that there were 11 other apostles who didn’t even get out of the boat.
Let me ask you a question:  Why do you suppose Peter wanted to get out of the boat? Why did he all of a sudden think he could walk on water? Well, you might say, "It's because he saw Jesus open the blind eyes, cleanse the lepers, turn 5 loaves and two fish into enough to feed thousands." And that’s all true, isn’t it?  Peter saw Jesus do all of that stuff.  But the other disciples saw all those same things, too. What was it that made Peter, and Peter alone, want to get out of the boat?
We’ll never know, of course, but I have a theory.  I believe it was because Peter realized that this was his time. He stirred his faith up, and he believed at that moment that he could do what God placed in his heart to do. Jesus said, "Peter, do you want to get out of that boat?" And Peter said, "Yes, I do." And Jesus replied, "Well, come on then."
Notice that Jesus didn't say, "Peter, stay in that boat. Don't you know I'm the Son of God?  You don’t need to do this." No. He said, "Peter, I like your attitude of faith. I like the fact that you believe you can do great things.”

When God made us, he hid treasures inside of us.  The problem is that most people aren’t treasure hunters.  They leave their treasures buried inside themselves.  Or they may uncover a treasure, or maybe even two, but then they think they’ve found all that God gave them and they sit back and hang onto those treasures they may have found.

Here’s the thing, though, and this is really key.  If you don’t take anything else away from this lesson, let it be this.  Satan isn’t going to fight you on where you are today.  He’s going to fight you on where you could be tomorrow.  There’s a saying:  All that is required for the triumph of evil is for good men to do nothing.  On the Sea of Galilee that night, 11 good men did nothing.  Satan won those battles.  But not with Peter.  Peter overcame the doubt, at least for a few moments, and put his trust in Jesus.

If you want to tap into those hidden treasures within you, you’ve got to be willing to go where you’ve never gone before.  You’ve got to be willing to do what you’ve never done before.  In short, if you want to walk on water, you’ve got to get out of the boat.  You can’t stay in your safe zone your whole life and expect to reach your highest potential.  You’ve got to be willing to take some risk.  And I agree.  That’s a scary proposition.
But you have potential within you right now for every opportunity God will bring across your path.  However, you’ve got to be like Peter and get out of your safe zone and into your faith zone.  That’s where you’re stretching yourself.  That’s where you’re putting a demand on your potential.
A year or so after we moved here, the preacher at this congregation retired and we needed to find a new one.  I said that I’d fill in until we found him.  My dad’s a preacher.  I’d preached a handful of times before.  I wasn’t interested in, nor did I want to preach for a long time.  I figured I’d just get us through the couple of months between preachers.  But God had other plans for me.  We found a new preacher all right – me!
When I first started preaching, I wasn’t very good at it.  I was nervous.  I didn’t like being up here with dozens of people staring at me.  My first sermon lasted an hour and a half according to my internal clock, but the clock on the back wall said it took not quite 7 minutes.  7 minutes!  You’re probably sitting there thinking, “Why can’t he do that again?”

I didn’t think I had it in me to do this work.  But little by little, I got better.  And I discovered a talent that I didn’t even know I had.  But God knew, and He showed me that I DID have it in me to preach week in and week out.

I have to wonder how many people go to their grave with their talents still buried within them.  They let their fears, their insecurities, their lack of confidence keep them from pressing forward.  Don’t let that be you.  You have so much more in you.  More than you even realize.  You can go higher and further than you are right now.  You have gifts that have not yet been discovered.  You have talents that have not yet come to fullness.  If you will rise up in confidence and take advantage of your God-given opportunities, you will be amazed at what you can do.  That’s the way God is.  He wants to amaze you with His goodness.  He wants to take you places that you never even thought possible.
Don’t be satisfied with where you are right now.  Don’t get too comfortable to where you think, “I’m doing pretty good in life.  I’ve gone as far as my parents.  I’ve gone as far as my grandparents.”  This is your year to do something you’ve never done before.  This is your year to stretch your faith.  Set a goal for yourself before you leave this building of something that you rationally think about and go, “There’s no way I get this done in 365 days.”  That’s when you know you’re going to be relying on God.  That’s how you know you’re going to need to tap into your faith.
In Joshua 3:4, God makes the statement, “You have not passed this way before.”  God is saying that to each of us right now.  New things are on the horizon.  New opportunities are coming your way.  This is your year to release your potential.  You may have had some great victories in the past, but you haven’t seen anything yet.  God never performs His greatest feats in our yesterdays.  They are always in our future.  Dare to believe.  Dare to take some steps of faith.
You might say, “I don’t know if this is for me.  I’m just an engineer.  I’m just an electrician.  I’m just a kid.  I’m just a stay-at-home parent.”  Well I say that you’re not just anything.  You are a child of the most High God.  On the inside of you, there are unlimited possibilities.  You have not seen your best days yet.
Why don’t you enlarge your vision?  Why don’t you dare to believe you do have what it takes?  Have the attitude that you are well-equipped and well-able to do what God has prepared for you.  Take on things that stretch you.  Take on things you’ve never done before.
I know what you’re thinking.  You’re sitting there looking at me and thinking, “He talks a good game, and that all sounds really good.  Uncovering buried treasures.  Stretching your faith.  Doing something I don’t think is possible.  Sounds reeeeeeeal good.  But I’m 75 years old and I don’t have anything left in the tank.  I’m a stay at home mom raising two kids all by myself.  I’ve got 15 hours of classes this semester.  I work 60 hours a week.”  That’s what you’re thinking.

Now, here’s what I want you to do.  I want you to isolate that voice that’s telling you why you can’t.  It’s the voice laying out an entire argument as to why what I’m saying will never happen.  I want you to close your eyes and only listen to that voice for just a second or two and become familiar with it.  Now you know what Satan sounds like in your life.  He’s the one holding you back.  He’s the one telling you that you’re safe in the boat, despite the storm.  He’s the one telling you that doing nothing is okay.
But I want to be like Peter, who sat in a boat with 11 of his closest friends.  The waves are crashing against it, and more than a little water is pouring over the sides.  The sea is pitching back and forth and the wind is terrible.  But then you look up and there’s Jesus.  And you say, “Lord, call me and I will come.”
