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An extremely nervous patient went to his dentist for a root canal. He was escorted back and sat down in the reclining chair.  The dentist came in and made some small talk, then he injected some Novocain around the tooth.  The dentist said, “We’ll let that have a few minutes to take effect and I’ll be back to start the procedure.”  The dentist went out and looked at the x-rays for the patient to prepare himself and then went back into the room.  He stopped at the door when he saw that patient standing over the tray of dental instruments and picking a few of them up.  "What are you doing?" the dentist asked.  The man didn’t look up as he said, "I'm taking out the ones I don't like."
Today we’re going to talk about something most folks would rather not talk about. Suffering for our faith. In our text this morning, Paul tells us that because of Christ “I have SUFFERED the loss of all things”. He also wrote that he hoped that: “I may know him and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of His SUFFERINGS.”
Let’s read it again.

Philippians 3:8-11

8 More than that, I count all things to be loss  in view of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them but rubbish so that I may gain Christ, 9 and may be found in Him, not having a righteousness of my own derived from the Law, but that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which comes from God on the basis of faith, 10 that I may know Him and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death; 11 in order that I may attain to the resurrection from the dead. 

In verse 10, Paul says he wants to fellowship with Jesus in His sufferings.  I’ve got to tell you that does not seem logical. It wouldn’t make any sense that I would want to suffer as a Christian. And yet, that’s what Paul is saying here. In fact, the Bible repeatedly tells us that we are going to suffer!!!

In Matthew 5:11, the last of Jesus’ beatitudes is
11 "Blessed are you when people insult you and persecute you, and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of Me.

In Luke 21:12, Jesus says

12 "But before all these things, they will lay their hands on you and will persecute you, delivering you to the synagogues and prisons, bringing you before kings and governors for My name's sake.

In John 15:20, Jesus says

20 "Remember the word that I said to you, ' A slave is not greater than his master.' If they persecuted Me, they will also persecute you; if they kept My word, they will keep yours also.

We live in a country now where killing fetuses is okay, but killing mass murderers is frowned upon, and where teaching homosexuality in schools is fine, you just can’t use the word God as you do it.  And, of course, I’m considered a bigot and close-minded if I hold those positions.  I’m fully convinced that holding those opinion will one day get me thrown in prison.  I hope, when that day comes, you’ll come visit me, or at least try to end up as bunkies.

We live in an increasingly hostile world. California has just passed a law that would make any literature or activity opposing homosexual change efforts illegal. That is, anyone who tries to change someone else’s sexual orientation from homosexual to straight by providing literature, performing the actual therapy, and whatnot can go to jail.  It’s not too much of a stretch to think an outright ban on the Bible is too far away.

Right now, people get angry when we tell them that homosexuality is a sin, or that transsexualism is unnatural or that “living together” is wrong. And people really get bent out of shape when we say that Jesus is only way to heaven.

Now, here’s the thing: when faced with opposition to our faith lots of folks tend to just lock Jesus in their prayer closet or close Him away between the covers of their Bibles. They don’t mind talking about Jesus in church. But talking about Him the public square?  They’d rather not, thank you very much.

Now, I have a problem with that. If a man says he loves a woman - or a woman says she loves a man - do you know what they talk about all the time??? That’s right – each other. In fact, you can’t get them to shut up. They always seem to be talking about that special someone. And you wouldn’t expect it to happen any other way. It’s just natural.  It’s normal.

But if I say I love Jesus, and then I run into people who don’t like that or are offended - and then I shut up about Christ because I don’t want to offend that person - do you know what that says? It says I love the person who was offended more than I love Jesus. Does that sound right to you?  Of course it doesn’t. But it happens all the time.

When Paul says that he suffered the loss of all things for Jesus’ sake in Philippians 3:8, he wasn’t just writing something.  Paul lost a lot for Jesus’ sake.  He was an important man.  And he summarizes that in the few verses just before our passage:

Philippians 3:5-6

5 circumcised the eighth day, of the nation of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; as to the Law, a Pharisee; 6 as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to the righteousness which is in the Law, found blameless. 

Paul was an up and coming leader in the Jewish world. When he talked, people listened. People invited him to their parties, and they patted him on the back, and they told him what a wonderful man he was.  He was a shoe-in for the Sanhedrin when a spot opened up and he was the right age.  But that’s all gone now. Old friends don’t want him around anymore. And you can forget the parties, and you can forget the praise, because everybody knows he’s a CHRISTIAN now.

When you take Christ seriously people won’t want you around because they KNOW you won’t partake in their activities. That’s what Peter wrote in 1 Peter 4:4:
4 In all this, they are surprised that you do not run with them into the same excesses of dissipation, and they malign you; 

In other words: persecution is going to happen. So, don’t be surprised!  And that’s exactly what Jesus told us in John 15:20.  But what Paul says in Philippians 3:8 is very striking:
8 … I count all things to be loss in view of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them but rubbish so that I may gain Christ,
In other words, Paul is saying: “I don’t care if you don’t like me!  I’d rather have Jesus love me than have you like me.  In fact, I’d rather have Jesus than anything you could possibly offer me.”

THAT is the statement of a man who loves Jesus.

The question for this morning is this: Do you love Jesus that much?  Do you love Him so much that you wouldn’t take anything in exchange for Him?  Do you love Him more than your job, or your family and friends, or your well-being?  Do you love Him enough to make Him the most important part of your life?

If you don’t, you need to do some serious soul-searching.

But getting back to Philippians 3:8-11, Paul also says he wants to SHARE in Jesus’ sufferings.  Now I can understand loving Jesus more than anything, and putting Him first.  But to actually WANT TO SHARE in Jesus’ sufferings?

I don’t want to suffer.  I want to sit in my easy chair and watch TV and eat bon bons.  I want to play computer games and sip cold beverages.  I don’t WANT tribulation and strife in my life.  So why does Paul say he hoped to share in Christ’s sufferings?

Paul already gave us an answer.  In Romans 8:18, Paul writes
18 For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory that is to be revealed to us.
Paul was convinced that the pain of the suffering was worth the reward.  And Jesus, in that last beatitude we referenced a few minutes ago said
Matthew 5:10-12

10 "Blessed are those who have been persecuted for the sake of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  11 "Blessed are you when people insult you and persecute you, and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of Me.  12 "Rejoice and be glad, for your reward in heaven is great; for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.  

If we’re persecuted, then ours is the kingdom of Heaven, and our reward will be great.  Essentially, God is telling us that every time we face rejection by the world, He’s up in heaven nudging the angel Michael and saying, “Watch what s/he does now.”  God notices what we endure for Him, and He will reward us for what we go through.

But we also have to be careful that we don’t become annoying just to get persecuted.  I mean, there are a lot of people out there who pride themselves on being obnoxious.  Being obnoxious for Jesus is NOT what we’re talking about here.  Angering people to prove your righteousness is not going to impress God.  And, frankly, we don’t need to do that anyway.  Standing in God’s Word will upset people enough as it is.

Why should we have joy when we face suffering?  Because God is so impressed when we are willing to stand up for our faith that He is willing to reward us for that. And sometimes the most powerful reward is when we’ve paid the ultimate price.

The late 1800’s saw an evangelistic explosion in India. Entire provinces formally closed to the gospel were swept up in this missionary movement. Now this revival was remarkable for two reasons: 1st it was led mostly by Indians themselves, and those men became national figures; and 2nd, this missionary endeavor was focused on Northern India which was firmly in the grips of the most oppressive forms of Hinduism. It was a violent and harsh region.

These provinces often prided themselves on the hostile reaction they gave foreigners. Dozens and dozens of these missionaries were martyred - but despite the opposition and violence the gospel made inroads.

In the 1880’s a Welsh missionary who had endured severe persecution finally saw his 1st converts in a brutal village in Indian province of Assam. A husband and wife, with their two children, were baptized into Christ. But the village leaders decided to make an example out of the husband. They arrested the family and demanded that the father renounce Christ. When he refused, his two children were executed by archers. Given another chance to recant, he refused, and his wife was killed. Still refusing to recant, they killed him as well.

Witnesses later told the story to the Welsh missionary. The reports said that when asked to recant or see his children murdered, the man said: “I have decided to follow Jesus, and there is no turning back.” After seeing his children killed, he reportedly said, “The world can be behind me, but the cross is still before me.” And after seeing his wife pierced by the arrows, he said, “Though no one is here to go with me, still I will follow Jesus.”

According to missionary, when he returned to the village, a revival had broken out, and those that had murdered the family had since come to faith themselves. The accounts of the family that had been martyred in Assam were so astonishing and so widely circulated that most Indian believers were familiar with it. Soon a famous Indian evangelist there took the martyr’s last words and put them to traditional Indian music in order to make one of the first uniquely Indian hymns. The song immediately became popular in Indian churches and it remains a mainstay of worship music there to this day.

You’ll recognize this Indian man’s words in the song we sung a few minutes ago:  “I have decided to follow Jesus – no turning back.  No turning back.”

If you’re here this morning and you’ve already been baptized, then ask yourself if you take those words to heart.  Are you following Jesus no matter what you have to suffer?  Or are you like many Christians who say, “I’ll follow you but...”

If you’re here this morning and haven’t yet been baptized, then now is the time.  Don’t let another moment pass.  God doesn’t promise us a rose garden in life, but He does promise us a home in Heaven with Him if we can remain faithful till the end.  If you believe that Jesus died for your sins and was resurrected on the third day, then repent of your sins and come forward this morning and confess that He’s the Christ, and be immersed in the waters of baptism.

