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There were two brothers who were troublemakers.  They were always lying, cheating on tests, and stealing things.  Their parents were exasperated and asked their preacher if he’d talk to them.  So the preacher said sure, but only one at a time.  So they set up a time and the first boy comes in.  The preacher sits him down and asks him, “Son, where is God?”  Well the boy doesn’t say anything.  He’s completely silent.  The preacher asks a few more times with the same result.  The little boy doesn’t say anything.  Finally, the preacher is confused by the boy’s silence and getting a little upset and practically screams at the boy, “Son, where is God?”  The boy jumps up, runs out of the building and all the way home.  He throws open the front door and runs up to his room and hides under the bed.  The other boy gets down on the ground and says, “What’s wrong?”  The first boy says, “We’re in big trouble.  God is missing, and they think we did it.”
Before we really get started this morning, I want you to close your eyes.  Now, imagine yourself someplace.  It doesn’t really matter where.  It could be a meadow, or a beach.  It could be your grandma’s house as you were growing up or the house you live in now or this church building.  The where really doesn’t matter, but pick a spot and see yourself there.

As you see yourself sitting or standing in that place, I want you to also imagine that God is there with you.  He could be a big ball of light or the old man that people tend to picture Him as.  Again, it doesn’t really matter how you picture Him.  The important thing is that you picture Him how you picture Him.

So now, what you’re picturing in your mind is you and God wherever you happen to be.  Knowing that you are right there, in the presence of God, what do you feel?  Maybe it’s joy, or awe, or peace.  Maybe it’s fear, or unworthiness, or shame.  What do you feel?  Let that wash over you for just a handful of seconds and really connect with it.  Understand what that feeling is, and when you’ve done that, open your eyes.
If you’ve been here for a while, you know I don’t do this sort of thing a lot.  But I had a particular reason for doing this visualization exercise this morning – we are constantly in God’s presence, just like we imagined, but because we can’t see Him, we don’t often think about it.
Jeremiah 23:24-24 says
23 "Am I a God who is near," declares the LORD, "And not a God far off? 24 "Can a man hide himself in hiding places So I do not see him?" declares the LORD.  "Do I not fill the heavens and the earth?" declares the LORD.

David wrote in the 139 Psalm:

Psalm 139:7-10

7 Where can I go from Your Spirit?  Or where can I flee from Your presence?  8 If I ascend to heaven, You are there; If I make my bed in Sheol, behold, You are there.  9 If I take the wings of the dawn, If I dwell in the remotest part of the sea, 10 Even there Your hand will lead me, And Your right hand will lay hold of me. 

God is everywhere all the time.  In fact, His omnipresence is one of His key attributes.  God is here among us right now.  He was here last week.  He was here with those of us who arrived 15 minutes before services, and also those who were still in their cars driving here 15 minutes before services.  God is everywhere.  And we all knew that already, but sometimes we just don’t think about it.  I’m convinced that, if we did think about it, we’d probably all act a lot differently sometimes, and maybe some of us would act a lot differently most of the time.
In thinking about being in the presence of God all the time, let me share with you a few passages that talk about how we should feel, or react, or just be in God’s presence.
The first is one that we mentioned not too long ago:  James 4:10.  James writes there

10 Humble yourselves in the presence of the Lord, and He will exalt you. 

We should be humble in the presence of God.  Why?  Because He’s God, of course.  And the lesser always humbles himself in the presence of the greater.  And you can see this very principle at work so very clearly in the animal world – with dogs, specifically.

When two dogs vie for position within the pack, they have a little fight.  But invariably, one will exert dominance of the other.  Well, the one who loses will usually lay down on the ground and roll over onto his back, exposing his stomach to the dominant one.  That’s how dogs say, “You’re greater than me.  Please don’t kill me!”

Likewise, we should proverbially roll onto our back and expose our tummies to God.  Not literally, of course.  Most of us would do that and never get back up!  No, we humble ourselves by going down to our knees, or bowing down, or bowing our heads at the very least.  Because, even though we can’t see God wherever we’re at, He’s here, and we should humble ourselves before Him.

Another passage that talks about being in the presence of God is found in Hebrews 4:14-16.
14 Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession. 15 For we do not have a high priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but One who has been tempted in all things as we are, yet  without sin. 16 Therefore let us draw near with confidence to the throne of grace, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need.

This verse, of course, only applies to Christians, as it mentions the confession we made when we were baptized.  We Christians are told to draw near to the throne of grace with confidence so we can receive mercy and grace in times of need.
The interesting thing with this verse speaking of the confidence we should have to draw near to the throne of grace sounds very contradictory to the verse in James that tells us to humble ourselves.  How do we draw confidently to God’s throne, but also humbly?  And the answer comes in the last part of verse 16 here.

We can walk confidently before God’s throne of grace because we know that we are forgiven of sin.  There’s no debate as to whether we should be in the same room as God.  Yes, we should!  But our ability to acknowledge that we can be in the presence of God doesn’t affect the fact that we are there to say, “God, you are wonderful and far above me, and I need your help.”

Going back to how you felt in the visualization exercise when you were in God’s presence, I hope you didn’t feel unworthy to be in the presence of God if you’re a Christian.  We can go to God in full confidence, but also in extreme humility.  If you felt unworthy to be in God’s presence and you haven’t been baptized into the blood of Christ, we’ll address that in just a few minutes.

But going back to Hebrews, this time in chapter 10, the author writes in verses 19-22:

19 Therefore, brethren, since we have confidence to enter the holy place by the blood of Jesus, 20 by a new and living way which He inaugurated for us through the veil, that is, His flesh, 21 and since we have a great priest over the house of God, 22 let us draw near with a sincere heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water.
As we just mentioned, we can draw near to God in full confidence as Christians, but the author says here in chapter 10 that we can draw near with a sincere heart in full assurance of faith.
I don’t know about you, but I’ve known some people who act as though they can hide things from God.  But the Bible is pretty clear that God knows the hearts of men.  In saying that we can draw near to God with a sincere heart, the author is really saying two things at the same time.  First off, God knows your heart, and you can’t hide that from God.  But he’s also saying that God knows your heart, so you can take all of the pain, or shame, or joy, or agony that you’ve got in there to Him so He can help you address it.  Whether it’s, “God, I feel terrible about what I’ve done” or “God, thank you so much for helping me preach the gospel to those people” or “God, my heart is breaking over this”, God can help.  He’s God!  Of course He can help!
The last passage that I want to mention this morning about being in God’s presence is Jude 24-25.
24 Now to Him who is able to keep you from stumbling, and to make you stand in the presence of His glory blameless with great joy, 25 to the only God our Savior, through Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory, majesty, dominion and authority, before all time and now and forever. Amen.

God can stand in the presence of God blameless with great joy.  We’re going to circle back around to what you felt as you visualized yourself in the presence of God.  I hope you felt happy, or joy, or the sheer awesomeness that you were in His presence.
This verse out of Jude says that we should feel great joy!  And why not?  We, the creation, are standing in the presence of our Creator.  But what if you felt shame, or pain, or fear, or unworthiness?

Now I don’t know if any of you here felt that.  But I want to make a general statement that covers the main reasons why people feel that way.  The reason why most people feel those things in the presence of God is because they know they’ve sinned.  They know they’ve sinned and it’s sitting there between them and God.

What do you do about that sin?  Whether you’re a Christian or not, the answer to that question is the same:  you have to repent of that sin and ask God’s forgiveness.  Now, what’s different based on whether you’re Christian or not is how you go about that.

If you’re Christian, you repent of the sin and ask for that forgiveness and God grants it because He promised He would.  
1 John 1:9 says

9 If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

If you’re not yet a Christian, though, then there’s a little more involved to do away with that sin.  You have to hear the gospel and believe it, confess that Jesus is the Christ, repent of your sins, and be baptized into the blood of Christ.  And only then can that shame, that pain be taken away and you can stand in the presence of God in joy and awe rather than pain and fear.
