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Greeting people at the door after Easter services, the preacher was delighted to shake hands with “Seldom-Seen” Steve, and even more delighted when Steve complimented him on the sermon and said service was “amazing.” The preacher said, “If everything was that good, why don’t you come to services more often?” “I’m just following the Lord’s example,” Steve replied. “If Christ can rise up early only one Sunday a year, that’s good enough for me, too!”

Somehow, I don’t think that’s what the Bible means about following Jesus example.

In Philippians 2:5, Paul writes

5 Have this attitude in yourselves which was also in Christ Jesus, 

In 1 Timothy 1:16, he wrote

16 Yet for this reason I found mercy, so that in me as the foremost, Jesus Christ might demonstrate His perfect patience as an example for those who would believe in Him for eternal life.

And in 1 Peter 2:21, Peter writes

21 For you have been called for this purpose, since Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example for you to follow in His steps,

If you’ve been in the Church very long, or at least attending services, then this idea that Jesus should be our example should be no surprise to you at all.  Time and time again, the authors of the New Testament tell us to be Jesus, to use His example, and to follow His path.

When I was a teenager, they had these little cloth bracelets that had the letters WWJD stitched into them.  What Would Jesus Do?  They were supposed to serve as a reminder to always ask that question before we reacted in a situation.  What would Jesus do if he were here instead of me?  That’s how I was supposed to act.  That’s what I was supposed to say.

But why Him?  Why are we supposed to be like Jesus?  I mean, He’s God.  How can we ever emulate that?  Well, the easy answer is because God said so.  But there’s more to it than that.

At the beginning of the gospel of John, John writes that Jesus was God, but then He became flesh.

John 1:1

1:1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.

John 1:14

14 And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we saw His glory, glory as of the only begotten from the Father, full of grace and truth.

Yes, Jesus is God.  But more importantly, at least to us, He was also a man.  In fact, the author of Hebrews takes it just a little further by writing

Hebrews 2:14-18

14 Therefore, since the children share in flesh and blood, He Himself likewise also partook of the same, that through death He might render powerless him who had the power of death, that is, the devil, 15 and might free those who through fear of death were subject to slavery all their lives. 16 For assuredly He does not give help to angels, but He gives help to the descendant of Abraham. 17 Therefore, He had to be made like His brethren in all things, so that He might become a merciful and faithful high priest in things pertaining to God, to make propitiation for the sins of the people. 18 For since He Himself was tempted in that which He has suffered, He is able to come to the aid of those who are tempted.
Jesus not only became a man by taking on flesh and blood, just like us, but He also suffered through all the things that we do too.  He was born, and He learned things, and He felt pain, and He was tempted, and He died.  The only thing that He didn’t do that we do do is sin – not because He couldn’t, but because He didn’t.  He always made the right choice – the Godly choice.

Now we’re starting to see the picture a little more clearly.  Why use Jesus as our example?  Because He was exactly like us, except where we choose self, He chose God.  That’s why He gets bracelets that remind us to ask the question, “What would Jesus do?” instead of Him wearing a WWJD bracelet that asked, “What would Josh do?”  See what I did there?  Anyway…

You know what, though?  There’s even more to it than that.  Because someone will invariably say, “But Jesus was God in the flesh.  Of course He didn’t sin.  God can’t expect the same from us!”  Oh, yes He can!  And here’s why.  You might want to fasten your seatbelts.

There’s no denying that Jesus was God in the flesh.  John writes that, and so does the author of Hebrews.  So how can God say that we could even come close to doing what Jesus did?  When people make the argument I just told you about, what they’re really saying is, “Jesus is God, and I’m not.  He took on flesh and blood, sure, but He’s still God.  I’m just flesh and blood.”

BUZZ!!! WRONG!

You aren’t just flesh and blood.  Ephesians 1:13-14 says

13 In Him, you also, after listening to the message of truth, the gospel of your salvation — having also believed, you were sealed in Him with the Holy Spirit of promise, 14 who is given as a pledge of our inheritance, with a view to the redemption of God's own possession, to the praise of His glory. 

2 Corinthians 1:21-22 says

21 Now He who establishes us with you in Christ and anointed us is God, 22 who also sealed us and gave us the Spirit in our hearts as a pledge. 

Romans 5:1-5 says

5:1 Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 2 through whom also we have obtained our introduction by faith into this grace in which we stand; and we exult in hope of the glory of God. 3 And not only this, but we also exult in our tribulations, knowing that tribulation brings about perseverance; 4 and perseverance, proven character; and proven character, hope; 5 and hope does not disappoint, because the love of God has been poured out within our hearts through the Holy Spirit who was given to us. 

And 1 Corinthians 6:19-20 says
19 Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, and that you are not your own? 20 For you have been bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body.

I could go on and on and on, but hopefully you’ll notice the common theme in these passages, and that is that we AREN’T just flesh and blood.  Not anymore.  Once we’re baptized into the blood of Christ, we receive the indwelling of the Holy Spirit.  In other words, we have God inside of us now, too.

Now, I would never, ever say that I’m God in the flesh.  But, I do have God IN MY flesh.  The Holy Spirit is inside of me, and if you’re a Christian, then He’s inside of you too.  What that means is we are as close to Jesus being God in the flesh as God could make us.

He gave us every single advantage to be exactly like Jesus as He could manage, while also maintaining our free will.  I’ve said this before, and I’ll say it again now:  God says, “You get to choose.  I want you to choose me.”  That’s what Jesus did.  In every single case, in every single situation, Jesus chose God.  That’s why we should emulate Him.  That’s why we should use Him as our example.  That’s why we should have the same attitude or mind as Him.
But God isn’t going to make us choose Him.  We have to want to choose Him.  And He gave us the Holy Spirit to help us know what He wants in every situation.

In Galatians 5:16-24, Paul tells us how the Spirit will help us battle the sinful desires that ensnare us.

16 But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not carry out the desire of the flesh. 17 For the flesh sets its desire against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh; for these are in opposition to one another, so that you may not do the things that you please. 18 But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the Law. 19 Now the deeds of the flesh are evident, which are: immorality, impurity, sensuality, 20 idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife, jealousy, outbursts of anger, disputes, dissensions, factions, 21 envying, drunkenness, carousing, and things like these, of which I forewarn you, just as I have forewarned you, that those who practice such things will not inherit the kingdom of God. 22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law. 24 Now those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. 

Here’s the key to having the mind of Christ:  You get out what you put in.  No one can surround themselves with negative influences and not expect to also act negatively.  That’s one of the reasons that it’s so important who our friends are.  We tend to do what they do.  Our brains are no different.  If we put in negativity, selfish desires, and evil, then we shouldn’t be surprised that nobody likes us, that our relationships suffer, and we’re always in trouble with the law.

If you want to have the mind of Christ, then you have to put into it what Christ did.  And that’s what the sermons in the coming weeks are going to be about – what did Christ do so He always chose the right thing?  What did He surround Himself with, or hold onto so that we can now ask ourselves, “What would Jesus do?”  How can we use this Spirit that God has given us after baptism to do what God wants?
I hope you come back to find out, but I’ll wrap up this sermon now with a final thought.  If you aren’t yet baptized, then you don’t have the Holy Spirit.  And if you are at all concerned about doing what God wants, then you will need it.

Jesus died for your sins.  He went to the cross so you could live, and He was resurrected on the third day so you can know that you too will be resurrected when Judgment Day comes.  If you believe that, repent of your sins, come forward and confess Jesus as the Christ, and be immersed in the waters of baptism this morning.

Following sermons:

Praying Like Jesus – Prayed for direction (“What do you want of me?”) and strength (“Help me to do it”)

Serving Like Jesus – Now actually go and do it!

Humility Like Jesus – Key part of having the mind of a servant is that you must not consider yourself superior

Relationship to God – Depended on Him; complete faith; prayed constantly; deferred to God’s will; obedience
Servant – unselfish; willing to sacrifice Himself; humility; 
