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A fifteen-year-old boy came bounding into the house and found his mom in bed. He asked if she were sick or something. He was truly concerned. Mom replied that, as a matter of fact, she didn’t feel too well. The son replied, ’Well, don’t worry a bit about dinner. I’ll be happy to carry you down to the stove if you need.’

In the past month, I’ve been giving lessons on having the mind of Christ, and we’ve looked at His prayer life, His attitude as a servant, and last week we looked at his humility.  This week, I want to focus on the compassion that Jesus showed throughout His ministry.

In Colossians 3:12, Paul writes

12 So, as those who have been chosen of God, holy and beloved, put on a heart of compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience; 

We should have a heart of compassion, Paul writes.  And we can look at Jesus to see what that looks like.  In Matthew chapter 9, almost the entire chapter is filled with examples of Jesus’ compassion.  In verses 1 and 2, Jesus heals the paralytic lying on a mat.  In verses 9-13, Jesus eats with tax collectors and sinners – people with whom nobody in Jewish society would have associated.  In verses 20-22, Jesus healed the bleeding woman who touched His cloak.  Verses 23-26 show Him raising a dead girl back to life.  Verses 27-31 give an account of Jesus healing the blind.  And the last 3 verses of the chapter show Jesus’ compassion by telling His disciples that they should ask God to send workers into the fields for harvest.
But one of the events that has always stuck with me over the years is when He raised the son of the widow of Nain.  It’s an event that Luke mentions almost in passing, but its significance can be found in what is NOT mentioned.  First let’s go ahead and read it, though.  In Luke 7:11-17, Luke writes,

11 Soon afterwards He went to a city called Nain; and His disciples were going along with Him, accompanied by a large crowd. 12 Now as He approached the gate of the city, a dead man was being carried out, the only son of his mother, and she was a widow; and a sizeable crowd from the city was with her. 13 When the Lord saw her, He felt compassion for her, and said to her, "Do not weep."  14 And He came up and touched the coffin; and the bearers came to a halt. And He said, "Young man, I say to you, arise!"  15 The dead man sat up and began to speak. And Jesus gave him back to his mother. 16 Fear gripped them all, and they began glorifying God, saying, "A great prophet has arisen among us!" and, "God has visited His people!" 17 This report concerning Him went out all over Judea and in all the surrounding district. 

Verse 13 says that when Jesus saw this funeral procession of a widow’s only son – essentially leaving her alone in the world – He felt compassion for her and raised the dead man and gave him back to his mother.

The significance of this event, and what isn’t mentioned in the text, is that this is the first person Jesus raises from the dead.  He only raises 3 people from the dead – this widow’s son, Jairus’ daughter very soon after this, and then Lazarus just before He’s crucified.  But this occurs very, very early in His ministry.  He sees this widow weeping over the loss of the only family she had left and He feels compassion for her, and raises her son.
This woman was broken, and He did what He could to fix her.  And I think that’s a very good definition of what compassion is.  It’s certainly what Jesus shows in the gospels.

Going back to that list I gave you out of Matthew 9, it’s full of people who needed something, and Jesus stepped in to alleviate their burdens.  They didn’t deserve it, and He certainly didn’t have to perform those acts, but He did it anyway.  You see, compassion is an attitude.  It seeks the best for those around them when a need is seen, and it does what it can to see that need filled.  Sounds a lot like love, doesn’t it?  Doing what you can for other people simply because you can do it.
I once read about a young doctor completing his residency in a teaching hospital.  They noticed that he had a marvelous effect on the children.  They would do things for him that they wouldn’t for other doctors or nurses.  It got to the point that if they ever had a problem with any child, they’d just call this resident in to help out.  But they didn’t know why the children were responding that way, so they assigned a nurse to figure out what his secret was.  And she found out the first night shift that she worked with him.  He’d go around to every child in the hospital during his rounds and he’d offer each a hug and a kiss, then tuck them into bed for the night.  It was in that act of compassion and sympathy that made these children want to do whatever he asked of them.

It’s in these acts of compassion that we read about in the Scriptures, like raising the widow’s son, where we see Jesus at His most human.  A few weeks ago, in our discussion of Jesus’ prayer life, I mentioned Mark 1:29-35:

29 And immediately after they came out of the synagogue, they came into the house of Simon and Andrew, with James and John. 30 Now Simon's mother-in-law was lying sick with a fever; and immediately they spoke to Jesus about her. 31 And He came to her and raised her up, taking her by the hand, and the fever left her, and she waited on them. 32 When evening came, after the sun had set, they began bringing to Him all who were ill and those who were demon-possessed. 33 And the whole city had gathered at the door. 34 And He healed many who were ill with various diseases, and cast out many demons; and He was not permitting the demons to speak, because they knew who He was. 35 In the early morning, while it was still dark, Jesus got up, left the house, and went away to a secluded place, and was praying there. 36 Simon and his companions searched for Him; 37 they found Him, and said to Him, "Everyone is looking for You." 38 He said to them, "Let us go somewhere else to the towns nearby, so that I may preach there also; for that is what I came for."

After praying to God, Jesus tells His disciples that they need to go preach somewhere else, because that’s what He came for.  And I wonder if He realizes they need to leave because there was so much pain and sickness and disease around that He would lose focus on what He truly came.  I wonder if Jesus wanted to heal everyone because of the hurt in the world, but He realized that He couldn’t do that and also preach the kingdom of God.
Jesus tried to do what He could do for people and got nothing in return for it, usually.  He certainly asked nothing in return.  And one of the things that we can take from this is that compassion is never self-glorifying.  We don’t act compassionately towards people so they will give us a pat on the back.  Now that might happen, but that isn’t why Jesus acted on His compassion for people, and it shouldn’t be why we do it either.
But beyond that, acting compassionately towards people has an amazing effect on your ability to evangelize to them.  When you respond to their needs and see them as a person, it can have an amplifying effect on the gospel that you preach to them, because they can tell you are genuinely concerned about them.

One thing I hope you see through Jesus compassion is how closely it is associated to love.  You might even say that you can’t have compassion if you don’t have love.  They’re tied together in putting others before yourself, in their not being self-glorifying, and that God calls us to show both as His children.
If we want to use Jesus as our pattern in life, if we want to have the mind of Christ, then we must feel and show our compassion to other people.  Even preaching the gospel should come out of our compassion and love for others.  We see a need – that their sins aren’t forgiven, and we can fix that problem.
So, I do that now for any who are still in their sins.
