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A dean was getting ready to start a faculty meeting when one of his professors who’d just gotten back from a trip to the Middle East walked up.  He handed the dean a little lamp and said, “I’ve acquired this for our collection.”  It was a little dingy so the dean rubbed at a bad spot with his hand and out popped a genie.  The genie said, “Thank you for freeing me from my lamp.  I’ll reward you with one wish.  You can have unlimited wealth, unimaginable wisdom, or unmatched beauty.”  The dean immediately said, “I want unimaginable wisdom.”  So the genie said, “Shazam!” and disappeared in a cloud of smoke.  Almost immediately after the genie disappeared, the dean started crying.  Everyone else looked at each other and said, “Are you okay?  Did you get unimaginable wisdom?”  The dean just nodded his head as he cried.  “Then say something wise,” a few of the professors said.  So the dean said, “I should have taken the money.”
When God made us, he gave us free will.  The capability to make choices.  And He gives us opportunity to exercise that free will throughout Scripture.

In the Old Testament, Joshua told the Israelites

Joshua 24:15

…choose for yourselves today whom you will serve: whether the gods which your fathers served which were beyond the River, or the gods of the Amorites in whose land you are living; but as for me and my house, we will serve the LORD." 

In Matthew 6:24, Jesus says
24 "No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and wealth.  

And in Matthew 16:24, Jesus says
24 … "If anyone wishes to come after Me, he must deny himself, and take up his cross and follow Me.

God calls upon us to make a choice:  to serve Him or something else. And there are all sorts of other things that we can choose, aren’t there?  We can choose to put all kinds of things above God:  work, family and friends, playing computer games, riding bikes, partying.  And on and on.  What that means, though, is that our choosing God needs to be an active choice.
That means we have to make a conscious decision to do what God wants us to do.  And I realize that you’re here this morning.  You chose to get out of bed.  And you chose to get dressed.  You chose to drive here for Bible Study at 9 am or worship service at 10 am.  If you chose to do all of those things to honor God, then you are actively choosing God.
Most of us here this morning are Christians.  At one point in your life, you chose to be baptized for the forgiveness of sins.  You chose to submit to Jesus as your Lord and be the Master of your life.  And in doing that, you actively chose God.

Here’s the thing, though.  Sure, we chose to be here this morning.  And we chose, at some point in our past, to get baptized.  But those choices have exactly zero effect on the next thing we choose.

You could choose to stand up and walk out of here right now.  You could choose to leave here and drive straight to the bank and rob it.  You could choose to wake up tomorrow morning and leave your spouse and children and run away with the next door neighbor.

Our choices in the past have no effect on our choices in the future.  That’s a pretty tough pill to swallow sometimes.  We’d like to think that living a good life, and making the right choices, for years and years would mean something as far as how we continue to live that life.  But the truth is that we have to constantly choose good.  I’ll give you this:  choosing good over and over and over helps us to realize what the good choice we can make right now is.  Making the choice to study our Bibles in the past can help us to see what God wants from us right now and choose that.
But studying our Bibles isn’t enough help to make that choice because we still have to choose it.  You know how I know?  Because there are millions and millions of Christians out there who could be spreading the Word of God and preaching the gospel to the billions of people who don’t know it, yet they don’t do it.
The church’s predominant job is to preach the gospel.  That, more than anything else, is what God wants us doing.  So why don’t we do it?
I don’t know how many of you saw Wonder Woman last year, but it had a line in it that I remember:  “When the world goes to hell, you can choose to do something or you can choose to do nothing.  And I’ve already tried nothing.”

Well the world really is literally going to hell.  And we can do something about it or we can do nothing about it.  And most Christians – I dare say, most of us – are doing nothing.  I’ve tried it.  I’ve done nothing.  And you know how many people I’ve preached the gospel to as I’ve done nothing?  None.  Duh!  That can’t be a surprise, right?

We can’t do our jobs as Christians by choosing nothing.  And even James says that.
James 2:17

17 Even so faith, if it has no works, is dead, being by itself. 

If you have faith in God, that’s great!  But if that faith is all you have, then it’s not doing you or – and here’s the really important part quite honestly – it’s not doing God any good at all.  Just a few verses later, James tells us exactly how much faith alone serves us.
James 2:19

19 You believe that God is one. You do well; the demons also believe, and shudder.

Faith in God is good, but it’s just not enough.  In fact, faith is the beginning of the process isn’t it?  It’s the start of the plan.
Believe the Gospel.  Confess the Christ.  Repent of sins.  Submit to baptism.  And if you look at nearly anything out there that contains God’s plan, that’s usually where it stops.  You’re baptized!  You’re saved!  Yeah for you!

And I don’t want to belittle baptism there.  Is it necessary for salvation?  You betcha!  100% necessary.  It’s critical because you can’t be forgiven of your sins without it.  But baptism isn’t the end of your responsibility to God either.

How does the plan really go?  Believe the Gospel.  Confess the Christ.  Repent of sins.  Submit to baptism.  Do God’s Will.

Paul says in Romans 12:1:

12:1 Therefore I urge you, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service of worship. 

Part of our being a living sacrifice to God is that we are alive, as opposed to the bulls and goats that were killed and sacrificed to God under the Old Law.  But part of our being a living sacrifice is also that we are active.  That we are doing.  That we are choosing God and choosing good.

God made the choice to create us with free will so we could choose.  God says, “I gave you free will so you could choose.  Now choose me.”

Jesus made the choice to die on a cross for the forgiveness of your sins so that you could live.  And in doing that He conferred a value upon your life that no one can ever take away.

Worship Him or not.  Serve Him or not.  Accept His invitation or not.  That choice is up to you.  But God expects you to choose wisely.
For those of us that are Christians, that means we don’t ever stop actively choosing God, and choosing good, and doing His will.  That means we must always be looking for ways to show the world that Jesus lives in us.
For those of you who are here this morning and haven’t yet taken on Christ, that means that you start the journey down the road that God wants you on.  In 1 Timothy 2:3-4, Paul writes

3 This is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Savior, 4 who desires all men to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth.
Everyone here this morning, saved or not, has made choices we’re not proud of.  But we don’t have to let those choices define us.  Just as making choices for God in the past doesn’t have an effect on the next choice we make, so our making poor choices in the past also doesn’t have an effect on the next choice we make.

Your choices don’t define your life.  Let your life define your choices.  Start your new life today by accepting God’s love in the waters of baptism.
